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Mater Baptiſm an Ordinance of the Goſpel- church I 
manifeſted, by the Doctrine and Practice of the 
inſpired Apoſtles, 


IN A 


SERMON, 


Preached on the Words of our Loxp, 


LUKE xxiv. 49. 


And behold, I ſend the Promiſe of my Father upon 
you : but tarry ye in the City of Feruſalem, until 


=_ 


| Now Publiſhed, and Humbly Offer'd, to the Sedan, | 
Conſideration of the 


Name of Jeſus Chrift, for the Rem Non of Sins; ? 


and ye ſhall receive the Gift of the Holy Ghofe, 
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Religious People, call'd Quakers, v2 


= Repent, and be Baptized very one of you in tb $ \ 
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Chriſtian Reader, 
HEN I fiſt offer d this Diſcourſe, of which the fols 
lowing is the Subſtance, I had not any Thoughts that I 
ſhould commit it to the Preſs; neither had 7 any Notes 
to help me in compiling it for Print, it being not my Method #0 
make Uſe of any; therefore I do not pretend it's exactly the 
fame for Words; tho I believe there is no material Difference, 
only ſome ſhort Additions. My ſole Aim when I deliver'd it, 
was, the Eſtabliſhment of the Society of which I am a Member, 
in what I eſteem to be the Truth of the Goſpel ; and the Occaſion 
of my Publiſhing hereof, is contained in the following Relation, 


In October 1941, J was at a Funeral of ane of the People 
called Quakers, a Man well beloved by his Neighbours, and one 
which I bad a good Value for, whoſe Corps I attended to the 
Grave; at the ſolemnixing of whoſe Funeral there was a great dea 
of good Advice offer'd to the Company, by ſeveral Perſons, very 
ſuitable to the Occaſion But, amongſt other Things, one af them 
declared againſt Water Baptiſm, or any External Ordinances to he 
| obſerved under the Goſpel Diſpenſation; and to this Controverſy he 
gave a publick Chalt-nge, even to all, both Learned and Unlearned; 
at the hearing of which I was ſomewhat ſurprized, and do conlude 
it was not a prudent Step, eſpecially at ſuch a Time. However, 

_ | A 2 1 yas 


iy To the Rezaven, 
I was reſolued to accept of the Challenge; and accordingly it fell 
out very ſuitable, I being kindly invited to ſpend the Evening 
| with the ſame Perſon at his Lodging. To which Place I repair- 
| ed; and with a few Words paſſing, without much Ceremony, 1 

told bim I was come to accept of bis Challenge. He ſeemed to 
1 admire at my Words, and ſaid, he did not know of any be had 

given, I told bim he had; and I appealed to bis Friends there 
| . preſent; who ſaid it was true. He then ſoon recolleFed him- 
Tar and ſaid, he beleft he did ; but added, That he did not 
think that I would oppoſe bim in that Point; for he ſaid, that 
be took me to be as much a Quaker as himſelf. I told him, 


be was then miſtaken; and as we had concluded at Canterbury 


ſome Tears ago, to have Diſcourſe on this Subject, that now was 
the only Opportunity, ia as he bad ſo lately given a pubs 
. Challenge, 


| They they, J ſuppoſe, found that I was in ; Earneſt, and two 
„ of they ſet on me at once, by Way of Queſtions, I told them, 

| that I could not attend to two Perſons at one Time, and deſired 
dne to deſiſt; which accordingly he did. We then went on; 


L but my Antagoniſt was ſtill full of Queſtions; ſuch as theſe z 


FE ITY 
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_ melt not come under Vater Baptiſm, and other External 

Mm, and yet be in a bad State? And, Whether there mig bi 
nat be a great many that would be heyy in another Worls, 
Lie Ft | be ſuch as never were baptized in Water f 


7 all wbieh I arſwer'd to this Purpoſet: Ti bat, as to 5 the 
"Fen, 4 ſaid, 1 did not believe Baptiſm of itſelf tals ſave 
An; b zet I aid tate it to be an Appointment of God; and 
85 fob, is 4s 4 H 27 or Means Er to Feat * And, 
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Whether Water Baptiſm could ſave Alen f; and, W bether Perſons 
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as to the Second, I ſaid, I did think that there was many 


that paſſed under the Externals of Religion, and yet were in 
a wry bad Condition; and I inſtanced the Caſe of Simon 
Magus. And, as to the Third, I told bim, that it was not 
my Buſineſs to judge; but yet my Charity led me to think, that 
there might, and would be, many happy hereafter, that never 
were baptized with Water, 


I ſoon then found, that bis Aim was to make Advantage of 
my Words; for he quickly went to make Inferences from my 
Anſwers; pretending I had given away my Cauſe, or bad ate 


Y #nowledged Baptiſm with Water to be an inſignificant Thing 


Which, whether I did or not, I leave my Reader to judge, 
However, in drawing theſe Inferences, he ſtrained my Words  , 
beyond my Intention; and did alſo add to them of his own, which I 
often found Fault with, and at laſt took bim up at it again ſo 
apparently, that it was owned, and be ſaid, it was not right, - 


After which, I told him, I found it was to no Purpoſe to go on 
after that Manner; and that as we had now an Opportunity to- 
gether, which we might never have any more, I deſired I might © 
lay down my Argument for Water Baptiſm, and that he would 
give me a direct Anſwer. Upon which he ſeemed content. 
Accordingly, I went on until J bad done, without Interruption'y. -- 
and then I expetted an Arſwer : But no direcł one could I bade. 

He indeed told me, that he had not well enough conſider d the 
Text, on which 1 grounded my Argument, to give an Anm 
to it immediately. 1 told bim, if be pleaſed, I would look mu” 
But he ſaid, it would be to little Purpoſe, for he perceived . 
ſhould not underſtand it alike. I told him, that it was ver) 
evident, that the Apoſtle, wbo was then under the immediate 


vi To the Ræap x. 


Influence of the Spirit of God, did in that Paſſage recommend | 
to the Heart-prick'd Jews, two Duties, viz. Repentance and Bap- 
tiſm, and annexed two Promiſes as Encouragements to engage WP! 5 © 
them. to the Practice thereof; which were, the Remiſſion of I mig 
Sin, and the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, and that the Baptiſm there ¶ def! 
recommended by the Spirit of God, was diſtinguiſh'd from the and 
Baptiſm or Gift of the Holy Ghoſt and that therefore it was ¶ would 
the Biß * Water there intended. Acts 11. 38. Rendeo 


He ſaid, that be wonder'd 7 could not fe beyond John” s 
Baptiſm or Miniſtry ; and that he found me very far different N 
in my Sentiment from the Report he had heard of me. I told they ; 
him, that what I had ſaid on this Head mas my real Senti- Nath 
ment; and as to Reports, I could not account for that; and I 
deſired to know what he had to object againſt what ] had obſery- ous N 
ed from the Apoſtle's Words : But he ſeemed to be unwilling to bade, 


go on farther; and anſwered ſomething | like this; That he was * * 
mot careful to anſwer me in that Matter. 28. 
1 fil urged for an 7p He then told me to this Purpoſe, Fa 

That be bad many Things to ſay unto me, but that be ſhould - 
(or would) not ſay it now. Whereupon I ſaid, that if it was 5 
ſo, then as he had to Day challeyged all the Werld in this Point ay 
and now declined it, That I, in my Turn, did challenge all the * 7 
1 Quakers. He turns upon me, full of pleaſant Temper, and , _ 
Jaid to this Effect: Daniel, What's thy Challenge to mine ? ff 7 
for mine was to all the legs and unlearred World ;, and . 7 
Wine, is but to a linie deſpiſed People called Quakers. 4 told ; 
um, it was to little Purpoſe to challenge all the World, and now * re) 
decline anſmering me. He ſaid, that if I committuſt thoſe — ter 
m 


Things fo TOP) or Print, be did not doubt but that 7 might 
0 haue * ſee 
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To the READ ER. vii 
have an Anſwer. I ſaid, it was what I had ſome Thought 
pf; and that now T beleft I ſhould go on. He ſaid, if I did, 
might depend on an Anſwer, I told him, that it was what 


and if any Thing was offer d which appeared to be Truth, J 
would readily embrace it. Thus, as near as I can remember, 
ended our Diſcourſe on this Subject; tho we ſpent the reſt of the 
Evening in very apreeable Conyer ſation. 


Now, Chriſtian Reader, when I bad conſider d theſe Things, 
they gave me Encouragement to think, that if ſomething of this 
Nature was publiſhed with a Chriſtian Spirit, it might be of 
real Service to that Society, (viz. the Quakers) for whoſe religi- 
ous Welfare 1 am really concern'd ;, who, as it appears to me, 
have, with Regard to Baptiſm, over ſhot themſelves on one Hand, 
as too many Profeſſors, who place the Whole or Main of Religion 
in it, have done ſo on the other. 


I ſhall conclude this with the Words of an eminent Quaker, 


namely, William Dell, who, in his Doctrine of Baptiſms, 


Page the zd, 3d, and 4th, ſpeaking of the Way to come at the 


Knowledge of the Truth, ſaith, © There is no other Way than 


ce this, wholly to forſake the Doctrines of Men, and to lay by 
« all thoſe Opinions that we have ſucked in from our Cradles; 
cc and wholly to forget all theſe T hings, and to come 


ce immediately to the pure unerring Word of God, and to the 


ce Voice of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf; and thereupon I (was) 


& reſokved——=to lay down whatever Opinions I had before en- 


ce tertai ned, touching this Point, and to come to the plain and 
TY manifeſt SCRIPTURES, and from thence (after much 


be e God) to learn whatever the Lord ſhould pleaſe to 
teach 


deſir d; and that I would lay my ſelf open to Cnviction; 


„ 
viii To the Reaves, | 
& teach me; chuſing rather to buzld on the clear Word, though 

done, than on any uncertain Inferences and blind Conjec- 
& tures of Men.” Which, as it is good Advice, is what I de- 
fare to take my ſelf, and do earneftly recommend to the religious 
Feople called Quakers ; and then, I doubt not, but God will 
alſſt them in the Knowledge of his Will, and enable them to 
practice accoraingly; that ſo they may ſincerely manifeſt their 
Friendſhip to Chriſt, by religiouſly obſerving all his COM- 
MANDMENTS 3; that when Time to us ſhall be no more 
lere, we may together be made Pertakers of eternal Life, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; which is the ſincere Prayer of 
your affectionate and real Friend, Aur 
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Hater Baptiſin an Ordinance of the Goſpel-Church, 
| manifeſted, &c. In a 


SERMON. 


The Text. LUKE xx1v. 49. 


And behold I ſend the Promiſe of my Father upon you? 
But tarry ye in the City of Jeruſalem, until ye be 
endued with Power from on High, 


Chriſtian Friends, _ 
T HE Knowledge of the Will of God, and our 


Duty, is certainly a Matter of Moment to all; 
and eſpecially to us, whom he hath been graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to favour with the Means of attaining it. 
I ſay, it's Matter of Moment to us, not only to acquaint 
ourſelves with the moral Duties, but thoſe of a poſitive 
Nature alſo ; which latter is what I have chiefly in View 


at this Time, and in particular that of Water Baptiſm ; 


the Knowledge of which, to be a Duty under this Diſ- 
penſation, depends (very much) on the New Teſtament, 
it being not to be known by the Light of Nature, or 
Reaſon of Mankind; but from the Doctrine and Practice 
of Chriſt, and his inſpired Apoſtles, together with the 
concurring Illumination of the Holy Spirit; which is 
what we are now to. attend to, and to pray to God for; 
that ſo we may arrive to a ſatisfactory Knowledge of the 
Will of God, as contained in his Word, and of our 
Duty, in Obedience to him. | . 

There is indeed, in our Day, much Controverſy con- 
ceruing this Point; ſome about the Subject and Mode of 
B Water 


ol his Grace and Acceptance, but did alſo by him, after 


(10) 
Water Baptiſm, others deny it to be a Goſpel Ordinance 4 
ſo that if Men do not duly apply to the Means of Grace wha 
it's likely, they may remain in Doubt and Perplexity in Tex 
this Affair. But, bleſſed be God, who hath not only 
ſent his Son into the World to make known the Terms 


his Reſurrection from the Dead, inſtru his Servants the! 
Apoſtles in thoſe Things pertaining to his Kingdom; an 
did likewiſe bid them tarry at Jeruſalem, and wait fo 
the Promiſe of the Father, (Acts i. 3, 4-) that ſo they migh ; 
be eminently qualified to preach the Goſpel of Life and 
Salvation to Mankind; whoſe Doctrine and Practice Trut 
therein God hath been pleaſed to preſerve and hand down 
to us; which, as it proceeded from the Dictates of his 
Spirit, is now a ſafe Rule for Men to attend to, and to 
judge of the Notions and Sentiments of Men by, that 
we may not be impoſed upon by the Opinions and Tra- 
ditions of Men; but may ſafely arrive to the Knowledge So tl 
of his Will thereby, in Conjunction with the kind Influ- I. te 
ences of his Grace, which is never wanting to a pious 
Mind. And, in an humble Expettation of the kind Aſ- 
ſiſtances thereof, I propoſe to treat from this Subject 
after the following Manner. | 

Firſt, I will obſerve, what was the Promiſe of the Fa- 
ther, ſpoken of in the Text. 

Secondly, I will take Notice of the Accompliſhment 
of this Promiſe, and what was the End of God in con- 
ferring it on the Apoſtles. | 

Thirdly, I will obſerve what might be the probable Rea- 
ſons why the Diſciples, were to tarry at Jeruſalem, until 
they were endued with Powey from on High. 

Fourthly, I will trace the Apoſtles, in their Doctrine 
and Practice, as Men eminently endued of God with Power 
from on High, to teach and direct Mankind the Know- 
ledge of their Duty in Obedience to God, under this 
Diſpenſation. — 

- Fifthly, The Application, 


* 


(1) 


inance And Firſt, to the Firſt of theſe, that is, to obſerve 
Grace. What was the Promiſe of the Father, ſpoken of in the 


Text, Which Words of our Lord do evidently refer 
to the Propheſy of Joel the Prophet, ſaying, And it ſhall 
come to. ſt in the laſt Days (ſaith God) I will pour out of my 
pirit upon all fleſh: and your ſons and your daughters fhall 
ropheſze, and your young men ſhall ſee viſions, and your old 
men ſhall dream dreams. (a) For as God ſpake thele 
Words by his Servant Joel, (b) they may well be ſaid to 
contain the Promiſe of the Father; which alſo, faith 
Chriſt, you have beard of me (c); that is, of the Spirit of 
Truth, which he promiſed his Diſciples he would ſend 
them from the Father. (d) And this is the Thing promiſ- 
of his ed by our Lord in the Text, even the extraordinary 
and to Sift of the Spirit of God, which is expreſſed by our 
y, that Saviour, by their being endued with Power from on High ; 
4 Tra Which he alſo ſtiles the Comforter, and the Holy Ghoſt. 82 
wledge So that the Promiſe in the Text, I conclude, relates chie 
d infiu- IV to that eminent Degree of the divine Influence, or Bap- 
a pious tiſm of the Spirit mentioned by John, () which the 
ind Aſ-$Apoſtles and firſt Miniſters of the Goſpel had conferred 
Subject on them, that ſo they might be able Witneſſes of Chriſt, 
and his Doctrine, both in Jeruſalem and in all Judea, and in 
the Fac Samaria, and in the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth. (g) Which 
brings me to the ſecond Thing propoſed; namely, To 
take Notice of the Accompliſhment of this Promile, and 
12 28 be the End of God in conferring it on the 
oſtles. 

1 firſt, of the Aecompliſhment of the Promiſe, 
Our Lord had before told his Diſciples, That John truly 
baptized with Water, viz. with that Baptiſm which was in 
Man's Power only to adminiſter; but, ſaith he to his 
b Power Diſciples whom he had choſen to preach and propagate 
pag the Goſpel, Ir ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt not many. 
jer this $9995 hence. (b) Which 1 was fulfilled in about 

2 ten 
(s) AQs ii. 16, 19. (6) Chap. ii. 28. (e) Adi. 
| (4) John xv. 26. (e) John xiv. 16. (/) Mat. ni. 10, 
And (gs) As i. 8. ( Ads i. 5, 


exity in 
ot only 
Term; 
n, afte 
ants the 
Mi and 
wait fo 
y migh 
ife and 
Practice 
d down 


ſhment 
in con- 


le Rea- 
n, until 


octrine 


— — 


. ( 12.) 
ten Days at the Feaſt of Pentecoſt : For it's faid, When hg 
the Day of Pentecoſt was fully come, they were all with ont Ar- ,1 
cord in one Place; that is, the Diſciples tarried together in ahl. 
the City of Jeruſalem, as Chriſt had ordered them; the 
Number of which was about One Hundred and Twenty; at 
which Time and Place the Promiſe of the Father was in a Jeſt 
very miraculous Manner poured out on the Apoſtles, ſo fore 
that (a) there appeared to them cloven Tongues, like as of Fire, 
and ſat upon each of them, and they were all filled with the Ort 
Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with other Tongues, as the Spi- ö \ 2 
rit gave them Utterance; that is, with ſuch Tongues and 
Language which they had not learned nor underſtood 
before : And, it's highly probable, that they were en- 
abled to ſpeak divers Languages, as Occaſion might re- the! 
quire, to preach the Goſpel Intelligible whereſoever they | 
came; whoſe Buſineſs it was to preach to all Nations, begin- 
ning at Jeruſalem, (b) Thus we ſee that the Promiſe of 
the Father was fully made good to the Diſciples, by the % 
miraculous Effuſion of the Spirit; which Gift, God was her 
leaſed in his Wiſdom and Goodnels frequently to confer 4 
on his Church and People, in the firft and apoſtolick 
Age, as doth appear from the Account we have of the 
Churches gathered : For thus it was with the Believers, omfi 
wrought upon by the Miniſtry of Philip, who, after they i „. 
Had been baptized in the Name of the Lord, (c) received the 4 
Gift of the Holy Ghoſt; and we are told that while Hnd; 
Peter yet ſpake, —the Holy Ghoſt fell on all them which heard the I anno 
| Word, (d) and afterwards the Apoſtle commanded them to be n 
I | Þaptized in the Name of the Lord. And allo we may ob- mel 
ſerve, that when Pau had reftified the Miſtake of ſome Ie wil 
e Job's Diſciples, that then they were baptized in the Fro 
WH | Name of the Lord Jeſis; after which the Apoſtle laid bis Nr 
hands on them, and the Holy Ghoſt came on them, and they By. 
8 2 with Tongues, and propheſied. (e) And this Gift was as) 6 
iim ern the genie church, and Bt 


; | (#8) s ii. 3, 4+ (6b) Luke xxiv. 47. 


) | pl. 2, 14: I'S, 16, 17. (4) AN x. 497 47, 6, 
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(13) 
that in a Diverſity, according to the Will of God (a); and 
thus God was faithful to his Word and Promiſe, agree- 
able to the frequent Intimations of Chriſt to his Diſci« 
ples, And here I ſhall conclude this firſt Part of my ſe- 
cond Head with the Words ot the Apoſtle, ſaying, This 
Jeſus hath God raiſed up, whereof we all are witneſſes. There- 
fore being by the right band of God exalted, and. having re- 
ceived of the Father the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, he bath ſhed 
forth this, which ye now ſee and hear. (b) | 

2. Iam to ſhew the End and Defign of our Lord in 
conferring theſe Gifts on the Apoſtles. And this is eaſy 
to be collected from thoſe Paſſages wherein Chriſt ſpeaks 
of it by Way of Promiſe, before his Suffering, and of 
the Scriptures which relate to the Accomplithment there- 
of. That Chriſt ſpake of theſe Things before his Death 
is very evident, and the End and Uſe thereof is very 
manifeſt, as will appear from the following Texts: If 

e love me, keep my commandments, And I will pray the Fa- 
ther, and he ſhall give you anotber Comforter, that he may a- 
hide with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
annot receive. (c) And theſe Things, faith our Lord, 
hade I ſpoken unto you, being yet preſent with you, But the 
omforter, which is the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend 
n my name, be [hall teach you all things, and bring all things 
o your remembrance, whatſoever I have ſaid unto you. (d) 
And again, I have yet many things to ſay unto you, but ye 
annot bear them now, Howheit, when the Spirit of truth is 
ome, he will guide you into all truth: for be ſhall not ſpeak of 
'mſelf ;, but whatſoever be ſhall bear, that he ſhall ſpeak : and 
mill ſhew you things to come. (e) > 

From hence it appears, that when the Diſciples ſhould © 
ave the Spirit poured out on them, according to the 
romiſe, that then they were to be (and accordingly 
as) compleatly qualified, and furniſhed of God, even 


tau be 


(a) 1 Cor. xii. 4. (5) AAs ii. 32. 33. 
Jehn xiv. 25, 16, 17. () Vorle 25, 26, (e) John vxi. 12, 13, 


FO (14) DCs 
taught all Things, and bad all Things brought to their Re- 
membrance; that is, all Things neceſſary for them as 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, even whatſoever Chrift m his 


Doctrine and Inſtructions had communicated, or that | 


ſhould be needful for them. And this divine Endow- 
ment was to be their Comforter, Aſſiſter, and Leader into 
all Truth; revealing from God to them, all Things need- 
ful to be made known and recommended to Mankind, 
both for their preſent and future Happineſs. Sd that it 
is plain, that the End and Deſign of Chrift, by enduing 
them with Power from on High, was to qualify them with 
great and extraordinary Gifts, for an extraordinary Un- 
dertaking ; that they might be able Ainiſters of the New 
Teftament, farniſhed with all thoſe Gifts which were ne- 
ceſſary to the Diſcharge of ſo great a Truſt, That God in 
all Things might be glorified through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
And, Secondly, This is alſo plain from the Paſſages 


which relate to the Accompliſhment thereof; For we 
have a full and particular Account of the Effufion of the 


Spirit on the Diſciples on the Day of Pentecoſt, (a) and 


of the miraculous Gifts conferred on the Apoſtles; 


ſo that they ſpake with Tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
Utterance, even to the Amazement of the Multitude, 
which was then come from the remote Parts of the 
World to worſhip God, who heard the Apoſtles ſpeak, 


in their own Language, the wonderful Works of God; that 


is, they ſpoke of Chriſt's Death and Reſurrection, and 
the Grace of the Goſpel. And theſe are indeed the 
great Things of God, and may well be marvellous in our 
E es. 4 hp 


From the Conſideration of all which, we may clearly 


fee, what was the End and Deſign of our Lord, by en- 
duing them with Power from on High: Namely, effectually 
to qualify his Servants, by his Spirit, to be miniſterial 
laſtruments in his Hand, for the Conviction of = 
| " 
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and for the ng up and Eſtabliſhment of the Saints 
e 


in the Truths of the Goſpel; that they might be made 
mete for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. And agree- 
able hereto, we are told by the ſacred Record, that there 
was ſome daily added to the Church, ſuch as ſhould be 
ſaved. (a) | 
Thirdly, I will proceed, to obſerve what might be the 

probable Reaſons, why the Diſciples were to tarry at Je- 
ruſalem, until they were endued with Power from on High. 
And, Firſt, I think it will readily be allowed, that every 
Direction and Procedure of our Lord was conſiſtent with 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs; and in particular, when he bids 
his Diſciples tarry at Jeruſalem, tor the Accompliſhment of 
this Promiſe, was one grand Evidence of the Truth of 
Chriſtianity (b); and the more effectual it was to anſwer 
that End, as it was publickly and openly fulfilled : For, 
had it been accompliſhed in a private Way, or in a 
Corner, the' Enemies of Chriſt would, in all Probability, 
took Occaſion from thence to have pretended that the 
Whole was a Cheat and an Impoſture. But as this was 
made good at Jeruſalem, the Theatre of the World (whoſe 
Inhabitants were Enemies to Chriſt) and that in a mani- 
feſt and open Manner accompliſhed on the publick 
Day of Pentecoſt ; I ſay, ſince the Promiſe was thus made 
good, it diſcovers the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God to 
Men, in affording ſuch unqueſtionable Evidence to con- 
firm the Truth of the Chriſtian Doctrine, and eſpecially 
his Grace and Goodneſs to the Jeruſalem Sinners, who 
had juſt before wickedly murder d the Lord of Life and 
Glory; that they, I ſay, ſhould have the firſt Offer of 
Pardon and Salvation, through a dead and riſen Jeſus, 
and ſhould be favoured with ſo great Means of Conver- 
ſion, doth abundantly ſet forth the wonderful Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs, and Mercy of God, m accompliſhing it at Je- 
ruſalem. | 

7255 And, 


(a) Ads ii, 4j. (6) Heb. ii. 3, 4. 


(16) 
And, Secondly, as the Goſpel was deſigned of God to 
be preached to all Nations for the Obedience of Faith, (a) 
Jeruſalem was a proper Place to be tavoured with the 
=_ Evidence thereof; foraſmuch as Jeruſalem was the 
ity where the Feaſt of Pentecoſt was kept, to which Per- 
ſons from every Nation under Heaven came to worſhip God ; 
at which Time and Place the Promiſe was made good; 
ſo that Perſons of different Nations and Languages did 
hear and underſtand the wonderful works of God; and, un- 
doubtedly, at their Return did report what they ſaw and 
heard, as ſo many Harbingers going before the Apoſtles 
to prepare the Minds of Men for embracing the Goſpel 
when it ſhould come afterwards to be preached to them, 
as they were living Witneſſes to the Teftimony of God 
for the Confirmation of the Truth of the Goſpel. 
From hence it appears, that there was very great and 
good Reaſons why the Diſciples ſhould tarry at Jeruſa- 
lem, and that that ſhould be the Place of the Accompliſh- 
ment thereof. | 
Fourthly, I will (now go on to) trace the Apoſtles in 
their Doctrine and Practice, being thus endued with Power 
from on high, to teach and direct Mankind the Knowledge 
of their Duty in Obedience to God, under this Diſpenſa- 
ion. | 
And here I would obſerve by the Way, that the 
Apoſtles are not now to be conſider'd barely as Men, 
but as Perſons that were compleatly qualified and fur- 
niſhed of God, to ſhew unto others the Way of Life and 
Salvation; and as ſuch were faithful to the Truſt repoſed 
in them; ſo that what they taught and recommended to 
Mankind to practice and obſerve, may be deemed as the 
Oracles of God, they being led by the Operation and 
Dictates of the Spirit ot Truth, and were ſuch who had 
an extraordinary Meaſure thereof, they being baptized 
therewith. 
This 


(a) Rom. xvi. 26. 
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(17) 

This being premiſed, I will now take Notice of the 
Doctrine and Practice of the Apoſtles, that we may 
know aſſuredly what is the Mind and Will of God for 
Men to believe and obſerve, under the Goſpel Diſpenſa- 
tion; and in order hereunto, I ſhall have Recourſe to 
the Ads of the Apoſtles, where we find, that notwith- 
ſtanding the miraculous Gift of the Spirit that appeared 
in the Apoſtles, yet ſome mocked ; which Peter taking No 
tice of, ſtood up with the Eleven, and lift up bis Voice, to clear 
himſelf and his fellow Brethren from that falſe and wicked 
Inſinuation of the Jews, (a) who gave out, that the 
Apoſtles were drunken, or full of new Wine : But he being 
full of the Holy Ghoſt, and under the immediate Influence of 
the Spirit, he effectually preached Chriſt crucified and riſen 
again; by whom the Scriptures were 1o clearly opened, 
that many were convinced that Jeſus Chriſt, whom they 
had crucified, was the true Meſſiah, and, from a deep 
Senſe of their Sins, cried out to Peter and to the reſt of the 
Apoſtles, Men and Brethren, what ſhall we do? (b) Which 
Words diſcover their great Conviction of Soul, and 
earneſt Deſire to be directed hy the Apoſtles (whom they 
rightly concluded to be Perſons qualified of God to di- 
rect them) in an Affair of the greateſt Importance. * 

Accordingly we find, that the Apoſtle ſeeing the good 
Effect of his Sermon, even that many was wrought upon 
to turn to God, and that they gave up themſelves to be 
farther taught and - inſtructed, Peter ſaid unto them, 
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, for the remiſſion of ſans, and ye ſhall receive the giſt of 
the Holy Ghoſt. (c) And here alſo, by the Way, I defire 
it may well be obſerved, That tho? this Sermon was, per- 
haps, as moving and as powerful as any, yet, it's evi- 
dent, that the Apoſtle's Preaching did not baptize the 
Heart-prick'd Jews, tho” it had the good Effect to prepare 
many of them tor it; which when he ſaw, he adviſed: 


them to it. 
| Gb From 


..) Ads ii. 13, 14. (i) Verſe 37. (e) Verſe 38, © 
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(8) 

From hence 1 obſerve, That Preaching the Goſpel is 
not Baptizing ; tho' ſome do ſo argue and ſay, that it's ſo 
meant in the Commiſſion of our Lord. (a) But it's not 
my Intention now to run far into this Controverſy, but 
principally to ſhew thet Water Baptiſm is a Goſpel Or- 
dinance: And I conceive that a right Underſtanding of this 


_ Paſſage will contribute much to ſhew on which Side the 


Truth lieth, between us and the religious People called 
Quakers, who deny Water Baptiſm to be a Goſpel Ordi- 
nance; whom I am far from cenſuring, but do really 
pity, and can truly in ſome Meaſure ſay with the Apoſtle 
Paul, That they are ſuch, which my Soul doth travel for ; 
that Chriſt, and the Knowledge of his Will, may be 
formed in, and obeyed by them. But to paſs, I ſay, 
that, a right Underſtanding of this Text will give Light 
into this Controverſy ; foralmuch as none can deny, but 
that the Apoſtle was- then under the Influence of the Spi- 
rit, which was beſtowed on him not for his own Sake 
only, but chiefly that others thereby, through bim, 
might be inſtructed into the Knowledge of the Will of 
God, and their Duty in Obedience to him, under this 
Diſpenſation. 

And farther, let it be obſerved, That in this Enquiry 
of the Heart-prick'd Jews, there is not the leaſt Intimation 


that they applied themſelves to the Apoſtles with Minds 
prepoſſeſſed, as was the Caſe of ſome believing Jews, but 


they (b) addreſs'd themlelves to them, with Hearts 


- wholly given up to attend their Advice and Inftruttions 
J that there is no Reaſon to imagine that the Apoſtle, 
from any Apprehenſion of Weakneſs or Fondneſs in thera 
to any Thiag, (as ſome pretend it was) did give Advice, 


different from what he would otherwiſe have done; for- 
aſmuch as there was not the leaſt Colour or Appearance 
of any ſuch Fondnefs in them; but, that they were ſuch, 
as ſincerely made a free Application to the Apoſtles in 
that great and important Enquiry, I hat ſhalt we do? 

| . S0 


() Robert Barkclay on Bopriſn and the Supper. P.. 38. AuiLawſon 


on Baptiſm. P. 31, 32 Mat, xxviii. 20; (5) Acts xxi. 2J, 24. 
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1 . 
So that we ma ay bd that what the Apoſtle 
recommended to them, was from the pure Dictates of the 
Spirit of God, as that which was the Duty of Perſons 
to practice and obſerve that would rightly embrace 
Chriſtianity. g 

I will now go on to conſider the Words of the Apoſtle, 
which run thus ; Then Peter ſaid unto them, repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the 
remiſſion of ſins, and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 
(a) From hence it's evident, that the inſpired Apoſtle 
doth point out or recommend to the Heart-prick'd Jews, 
two Duties; and to engage them to practice accordingly, 
annexes two encouraging Conſiderations or Promiſes; 
that is, the Remi ſſion of Sins, and the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt 
which are two of the principal Bleſſings of the Goſpel. 
But to proceed, the firſt Duty that the Apoſtle diretted 
to, was Repentance; which implies a Conviction of Soul, 
accompanied with Sorrow for what a Perſon hath done 
amils, and a ſincere Amendment for the future. The ſe- 
cond Duty was, That they would be baptized in the Name 
of Jeſus Chriſt; which Baptiſm recommended to, is, un- 
doubtedly, to be underſtood, The Baptiſm of Water 
foraſmuch as it was a Duty injoined, and is what the A- 
poſtle doth diſtinguiſh from the Baptiſm of the Spirit, 
or Gift of the Holy Ghoſt; for this is what he adds by 
Way of Promiſe. 

From hence it is undeniably evident, That the Bap- 
tiſm here intended, was that with Water, and therefore 
an Ordinance to be ſubmitted to by ſuch as would em- 
brace Chriſtianity; it being what God,, by the Apoſtle, 
did ſpecially require, and that upon their being immedi- 
ately endued with Power from on High. Nay, it's what 
God, by his Spirit, enjoined with Repentance; and there- 
fore, who dares to ſeparate or make it void? I fay, 
what Man hath Power to ſet aſide that which God (by 
his Spirit, after our Lord's Aſcenſion) hath jo'ned together, 
and recommended to the Practice of ſuch as would be his 
| C2 ; Diſ= 
fa) Ads ii. 28. 


( 20) 
Diſciples and Followers? But it thoſe Things which are ¶ cern: 
thus taught by the Spirit of God, are not to be accoun- i} that 
ted Goſpel Duties, I would fain know what we are ſo to mea 
eſteem? and by what we may judge with more Safety, ¶ conce 
than by the Direction of the Spirit of Truth; which, by I whe 
the Apoſtle, adviſed to the Baptiſm of Water, and aſ- If ther 
ſured them of the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, and on ¶ Bap 
which Doctrine and Practice the Church at Jeruſalem was Wa 
planted. And to be baptized in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, i ed a 
doth ſignify a Belief in him and his Authority, and a ¶ ritar 
yielding Obedience thereto in his Ordinance, calling on (am 
his Name, thereby profeſſing to be a Diſciple and Fol- IF recei 
lower of Chriſt. From all which it doth appear, That IF with 
Water Baptiſm is an Ordinance of Chriſt ; foraſmuch as the 
It was that, which the Apoſtle, by the immediate Influ- (c) 
ence of the Spirit, directed the Heart-prick'd Jews unto, I this 
as their Duty to obey, and that to be done in the Name ¶ that 
of Feſus Chriſt, And, indeed, one would think that this in C 
Paſſage is ſo diſtinct and clear, that it might be ſufficient I the I 
to convince any fincere Enquirer, That Water Baptiſm I} of th 
is a Goſpel Ordinance. I ſay, from hence it is evi- A 
dent, that Water Baptiſm is an Ordinance of the Goſpel, I ple e 

_ ſeeing the endued Apoftle required the Corvids to be bap- I IN, 
tixed in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, and that in order to, or IU gina 

as a Condition of their receiving the Holy Ghoſt : So that I (e) 
the Baptiſm mentioned, cannot mean a Baptiſm with the ¶ Dell 

Holy Gboſt; for that was to follow upon their being Bapt 
baptized, and therefore it was not the ſame with it; thus 
fo that it's very clear that the Apoſtle intended Water ¶ Spirii 
$aptiſm: And it is allo manifeſt, that it was the Duty they 
of the Heart-prick'd Souls to ſabmit thereto, in Obedi- ſerve 
ence to the pure Goſpel Miniſtry of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; Scrip 
Which accordingly we find many of them did, and was I to bz 
that Day added to the Church. ther 
Again, we are told, by" the ſacred Hiſtorian, that Philip II it is 1 
went down to the City of Samaria, and preg ved Chriſt unto 

mo, Figs, that is, be not only ſhewed Chriſt to be the Meſ- 
ii and Son of God, but he alſo preached the Things con- U 
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(21) 

cerning the Kingdom of God, and the Name of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
that is, by the Kingdom of God, I humbly conceive, is 
meant the Goſpel Diſpenſation; and by the Things which 
concerned that Kingdom, the Duties of Chriſtianity ; which 
when the Samaritans believed, they were in Obedience 
thereto, baptized both Men and Women (a); which 
Baptiſm is evident from the Text to be the Baptiſm of 
Water, and alſo one of thoſe Things which Philip preach- 
ed as appertaining to the Kingdom of God, which the Sama- 
ritans were obedient to, and on the Account of which 
(amongſt other Things at leaſt) they were ſaid to have 
received the Word of God, (b) and yet were not baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt, tho* they had, in Obedience to 
the WORD, been baptized in the Name of the Lord Jeſus. 
(c) Would to God, that all who deny the Practice of 
this Ordinance, would ſeriouſly conſider of this; I fay, 
that they would conſider, That the Believers at Samaria, 


in Conformity to Philip's preaching the Things concerning 


the Kingdom of God, were baptized in Water, in the Namt 
of the Lord Jeſus. 

And here, by the Way, I would obſerve to the Peo- 
ple called Quakers, That I am informed, that the Word 
IN, (d) the Name in this Text, is, in the Greek or Ori- 
ginal, INTO, as well as in the Commiſſion of our Lord, 
(e) where, on the Account of which, Mr. Barclay and 
Dell declare, (f) That Water is not intended, but the 


Baptiſm of the Spirit; and therefore read or explain it 


thus; Go teach all Nations, and, by the Miniſtration of the 
Spirit, baptize or dip them into the Name, &c. That is, ſay 
they, into the Power and Vertue of God. But let it be ob- 


ſerved, That this is none of the Spirit's Dialect in the 


Scriptures; that is, that the Apoſtles were commanded 
to baptize Perſons into the Power and Vertue of Gd; nei- 
ther is the Phraſe Baptizing, ſo to be underitood, when 
it is mentioned, as that which was prattiſed or to be per- 

| formed 


{s) Ads viii. 12. ) Ads viii. 14. (c) Ver. 19, 16. 
'S () Ads viii. 16. , (e) Mat. xxviii. 19. | 
5 1 Dell on Baptiſm. P. 30. | 
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(22) 
formed by the Apoſtles, as is the Caſe in the Commiſ- 
fion ; and therefore ſuch a Comment is not to be receiv- 
ed. Beſides, if the Word INTO makes ſuch a mighty 
Difference in the Commiſſion, to what it would if it was 
only to be confider'd as our Tranſlation renders it, that 
is, IN, and that wherever it's INTO, in the Original, it 
muſt be read and underſtood according to Mr. Dell, that 
is, when Perſons are ordered, or ſaid to be baptized 
INTO the Name of any, that the Meaning is, That 
they are baptized into their Power and Yertue : I fay, if ſo, 
what confuled Work ſhall we make of this Scripture, 
which then would run thus; Who when they were come 
down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghoſt. 
For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were hap- 
tized into the Power and Vertue of the Lord Jeſus. (a) For then 


it will follow, That Perſons may be baptized into the Power 


and Vertue of Chriſt, and yet nat be baptized with the Spirit 
or Holy. Ghoſt.” So that the natural Conſequence of 
their Not ion of the Word INTO, doth, at leaſt, very 


much perplex, if not deſtroy their own Doctrine; which 


I hnmbly intreat thoſe People ſeriouſly to conſider of, 
that ſo they may come to lee their Miſtake, and the Truth 
as it is in Jeſus. But to proceed, . 
Again, we find in this Chapter, That after Philip had 
preached Chrift at Samaria, and had baptized the Believ- 
ers there, that God had more of the fame Work for him 
to do; and therefore, by his Angel, bids him ariſe and go 
towards the Sauth; which Philip accordingly did, and there 
beheld the Eunuch returning from Jeruſalem, where he had 
been to wor/hip Go; who, I : conclude, ſaw the Accom- 
plimment of the Promiſe in the Text, which might en- 
gage and diſpole his Mind ſeriouſly to read Eſaias the 


Prophet, (b) concerning Chriſt; and we find that the 


Spirit bid Philip go near and join himſelf to the Chariot, which 


he diligently obeyed, and was ſoon bid by the Eunuch to 


come and (it with him, which accordingly he did; and 
tLere he had a good Opportunity to preach Chriſt to him, 

— | | 7 
69 Akts Vill. 32, 33- 
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(4) Adds viii. 15, 16. 
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1 (23) 

s he had done before to the Samaritans, and with the 
like Effect; for we read, That as they went on their way, 
they came unto a certain water: and the Eunuch ſaia, See herr 
is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip 
ſaid, if thou believeſt with all thine heart, thou mayeſt. And 
he anſwered and ſaid, I believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of 
God, And then, we find, he commanded the chariot to 
ſtand ſtill: and they both went down into the water, both Phi- 
lip and the Eunuch; and he baptized him. (a) From hence 
its very natural to obſerve, firſt, That Philip had not only 
been preaching Chriſt to be the true Meſſiab, but had allo 
laid before the Eunuch thoſe Things that concerned. his 
Kingdom. Secondly, That the Conlequence of Philip's 
thus preaching, was the Eunuch's propoſing, and being 
accordingly baptized in Water. "Thirdly, That all this 
was carried on and condutted by the Angel and Spirit of 
God, and ended in the Joy and Rejoicing of the Eunuch. 
Fourthly, That Faith, or Believing in Chriſt, is a necel- 
fary Qualification for the Subjects of Water Baptilm, 
which ſhews, That that Baptiſm is an Ordinance of Chriſt; 
ſince it's the Believers in him only are the proper Subjects 
of it: For if it had not been an Ordinance of Chriſt, 
Faith in a dead and riſen Jeſus (I think) would not have 
been required of Perſons in order to it; and therefore 
it's evident to be an Ordinance of Chriſt. 

And this well agrees with what we have farther on 
Record of the Apoſtle Peter, where we have an Account 
of his preaching the Goſpel to the Gentiles, and that while 
be ſpake, the Holy Ghoſt fell on all them which heard the werd; 
ſo that they ſpake with tongues, and magnified Cod. Where- 
upon Peter ſaid, Can any man forbid water, that theſe ſhould 
not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghoſt, as weil as 
we? (b) Which is as tho? the Apoſtle had ſaid, Foraſ- 
much as God hath given theſe, who are Gentiles, the like 
Gifts as be did unto us, who believed in the Lord; it's evident, 
that the Bleſſings of the Goſpel is not confined to the 
Houſe of 1/racl, but deſigned or God to all Nations. And 
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(a) Ads viii. 36, 37, 38. {b) Ads x. 47, 48. 
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(24) 2 
fince he hath thus diſcovered his Approbation of them, 
there is no Occaſion to examine them in particular con- 
cerning their Faith, nor Doubt to be made of their being 
qualified for Admittance into the Goſpel Church by the 
initial Ordinance of Baptiſm; and therefore, Can any Man 
forbid Water, that theſe ſhould not be baptized, which have re- 
cerved the Holy Ghoſt as well as we? No, certainly, none; 
therefore we find he commanded them to be baptized in the 
Name of the Lord. And let it be obſerved, That here is 
not the leaſt Appearance that theſe Gentile Converts were 
baptized with Water out of any Condeſcenſion to the 
Humours or Weakneſs of any; and alſo, That there is a 
vaſt Difference between a bare Complying or Condeſcen- 
fion, and a COMMANDING Perſons, to be baptized 
in the Name of the Lord. And, ſurely, none can well con- 
clude, that the Apoſtle, who was under the immediate 
Inſpiration of the Spirit, would do, or have any Thing 
done, in the Name of the Lord, in that ſolemn Manner, 
From all which 
it doth abundantly ' appear, That Water Baptiſm is an 


"Ordinance of Chriſt. And how can any think them- 


ſelves above it, when the inſpired Apoſtle commanded 
ſuch who had received the miraculous Gifts, to ſubmit 
themſelves to it? And now, Sirs, judge which is ſafeſt, 
Whether to receive St. Peter's Doctrine, while under the 
peculiar Government of the Spirit, or thoſe who pretend 
to a light within, and oppoſe this Doctrine and Practice: 
Not that I would be underſtood to judge or cenſure any 
for acting according to the Dictates of their own Minds; 
tho? I fear too many do not apply and attend ſo impar 
tially to the Means ot Grace as they ought to do. 
Furthermore, we read, That the Apoſtle Paul found 
at Fpheſus ſome of, John's Diſciples, who. had not ſo much as 


BEARD whether there was any HOLY GHOST, (a) they 


being ſuch as had only been baptized according to John's 
Baptiſm, that is, in the Belief of a Chriſt to come; when it's 
plain the Diſciples of Jeſus believed in Chriſt as already 
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ts (25) 
come, and were baptized into that Faith; which, when 

the'Apoſtle had ſet theſe right in the Knowledge of, 

they were then baptized in the Name of the Lord Jeſus. (a) 

After which we read, that when the Apoftle had laid bis 
Hands on them, the Holy Ghoſt came on them; and they ſpake 

with Tongues and propheſied; which ſtill proves that Water 
Baptiſm is a Goſpel Ordinance : Foraſmuch ascheſe were 

then baptized in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, who beiore 
was baptized according to John's Baptiſm, and yet was 
not baptized with the Holy Ghoſt till after they had been 
baptized in the Name of the Lord; which bapt'zing in the 
Name of the Lora always ſignifies, that the baptized Perſon 
was baptized in the Faith of Chriſt already come, which 
Johns Diſciples was not; and herein John's and Chriſt's 
Baptiſm with Water differed, even in Point of Qualifica- 
tion, as well as in its being adminiſtred in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, (H or in the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus (c); which latter 1 take to be 


only a ſhorter Way of ſpeaking. (d) 


Again, the Author to the Hebrews, when ſpeaking of 
the firſt and initial Points of the Chriſtian Religion, or 
Principles of M Do@rines of Chriſt, mentions the Doctrine f 


- Baptiſms in the Plural; on which Place Mr. Dell, that 


eminent Qualer, in his Piece, entitled, The Doctrine of B ap- 
tilms, laith, (e). Mherce I perceived, that in the primitive 
© Church, they had the Doctrine of Baptiſms in the plural Num- 
© ber.” One of which, he goes on and intimates, was 
the Baptiſm of Water, the other that of the Spirit; 
and, agrceable hereto, ſaith anqther Author, (f) ſpeak- 
ing on the ſame Paſſige, who allo brings in Paſor, on the 
ſame Text, ſaying, Hire the plural Number ſhews forth the 
outward and inward Bapti ſin. 

Now then, ſince the outward, as well as the inward 
Baptiſm, was that which they had in the Primitive Church, 
and was one of the initial Poirts thereinto, may I not call 
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(a) As xix. . J War. xaviii. 19. 
(c) Atts viii. 16. (1) Anveenve i Acts ii. 38. and viii. 16. 
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( Tho. Lawſon, in hi Treasi |e of Rupt ns, P. 9, lo, 13. 


(26) | 
on the QUAKERS, to juſtify their pretended Bntrance 
into Chriſt's Church without it? and alſo to ſhew by 
what Authority they not only neglett it themſelves, but 
encourage and teach others ſo to do; when it fo plainly 
appears to be a Goſpel Ordinance, 'not only from the 
above Aytbor's Conceſſrons, thit it was one of the initial 
Points he Chriſtian, or true Religion; but alſo, as it 
moſt principally . ſo to be, from the Doctrine and 


the Spirit of Truth, by which they were led, not only 
to recommend, but alſo to practice Mater Bapt:fm, and to 
rank it in with the other Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt. 
(a) And, indeed, it is Matter of Admiration to me, 
1 that Perſons hould conclude otherwiſè: , elpecially, when 
_ 1 conſider, that our Lord himſelt was thus baptized, and, 
W by his Diſciples, practiſed Water Baptiſm: For we are 
told by the ſacred Record, That, After theſe things came 
Jeſus and his diſciples into the land of Judea, and there he tar- 

.. ried with them, and baptized. (b) And they came unto John, 
and ſaid unto him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, 
to whom thou bareſ witneſs, bebold, the ſame baptizeth, and all 
men come to him. (c) Which was certainlW the Baptiſm 
of Water: For the Holy Ghoſt was not then given, becauſe 
that Jeſus was not then glorified. (d) And he alſo gave a 
Baptiſm in Commiſſion to his Apoſtles a little before his 
Aſcenſion, who well knew their Lord's Intention therein; 
and accordingly, when they were endued with Power from 
on High, did preach the Goſpel, taught and practiſe d, 
among other Things, the Baprilim with Water; the Con- 
ſideration of which, I think, is the beſt Way to come 
at the Knowledge of our Saviour's Mind in his Com- 
miſſion, even to obſerve his, and the Doctrine and Prac- 

| tice of his immediate Apoltles, which they performed in 
his Name: And this Method I take to be ſafer than to 
truſt to the Pretentions or Notions of any, who cannot 
ew to good Evidence as the Apoſtles did, that Oy 
ave 
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Practice of the inſpired Apoſtles, who we are certain had, 
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+8 (27) 
have received, and are led by the Spirit of Truth: And there. 
fore, whatſoever any may ſay by way ot Oppoſing the 


Practice of Water Baptiſm, it is not to be eſteemed or 


regarded as of equal Authority to the Doctrine and Prac- 


tice of the inſpired Apoſtles, who taught, and practiſed 
Water Baptiſm, and are never in the Scripture ſaid to 
have baptized any other Way: So that, I think, we may 
juſtly conclude, that the Apoſtles did thus underſtand 
their Lord in his Commiſſion; and in Obedience there- 
to, when they were baptized with the Spirit, went forth, 
preached, and practiſed accordingly, the Baptiſm of Wa- 
ter; and with this beginning Principle was the firſt Chriſ- 
tian Churches gathered. | 

Thus have I paſſed through what I propoſed, and in 
particular, have traced the Apoſtles in their Doctrine and 
Prattice, tho? much more might be added; but I hope, 
that what hath been ſaid, may, with the Bleſſing of God, 
be ſufficient to conficm and eſtabliſh you that believe, 
and alſo to convince others, that Water Baptiſm is an 
Ordinance of the Goſpel Church. 155 

And now, it's like, it may be expected that I ſhould 
take Notice oÞ (more of) the Quakers Objettions; but I 
rather chuſe, and think it moſt proper, if they ſhould 
be ſo diſpoſed, for them firſt to offer thoſe Things them- 
ſelves, according to Intimation given. (a) 

Therefore 1 will now proceed to a ſhort Word of Ap- 
plication. And is it ſo then, my Brethren, as I have 
been obſerving to you, that Water Baptiſm is an Ordi- 
nance of Chriſt? let me then exhort you, that as yon 
have thus received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, that you will ſo 
continue to walk in him, and be always careful, that yu 
are not toſſed to and fro, ard carried about by every Wind of 
Doctrire, by the Slight of Men, and cunning Craftineſs whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive ;, but endeavour to ground your- 
telv:s in the Truth, by a thorough Acquamtanze with 
the ſacred Oracles of the Chriſtian Religion, joined with 
ſincere Prayer to Almighty God for the kind Influences 
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of his Spirit, and then, I make no Doubt, but that: you 


will be enabled not only to vindicate the Truth, but be 
allo furniſhed for every good Word and Work. And, let me 
alſo caution you with myſelf, not to reſt on the Exteys 
nals of Religion, ſhort of the Life and Power of 'Godlineſs 
in our Lives; for Baptiſm, if it be not attended with a 
religious Life, will avail the Soul no more now, than the 
Externals under the Law did the Jews then, when they 
were not accompanied with the internal Principle and mo- 
ral Duties: Therefore we ought to take Care, that the 
Internal accompany the External, and that we pay a due 
Regard to both; that ſo we may have no Cauſe to be 
aſhamed, we being ſuch as have Reſpect unto all God's Com- 
mand ments. | 


And, to conclude, let us always remember the Words 


of the Apoſtle Peter, who, when he is ſpeaking of Perſons 
being ſaved in Noah's Ark, faith, The like figure whereunto, 


even baptiſm, doth alſo now ſave us, (not the putting away the 
filth-of the fleſh, but the anſwer of a good Conſcience towards 
God) 'by the reſurrection of Tefus Chriſt. (a) In which 


=> Words the Apoſtle doth diſtinguiſh between the Act of thi 


Goſpel, and figurative 1 which, I faith, doth non 
ay or Means) and the Principle 


tiſm doch not conſiſt in the bare Act of waſhing the Bod 


With Water; but as that religious Act is done in Obedi 
ence to God, and flows from, and is attended with the 
Anſwer of a good Conſcience towards him therein: Andi 
whereſoever this is the Caſe, they may have a well 
**prounded, Hope of Salvation, by the Reſurrection of Feſulll 


Chriſt; which God of his Mercy grant we may all en joy 
through jeſus Chriſt our Lord. — 
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